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There’s always ChatGPT

If I’m Not On Point… 



Security

Governance

Cloud Enabled Analytics

Data Source Connectivity

Data Preparation

Catalog

Data Visualization

Natural Language Query

Data Storytelling

Reporting

Natural Language Generation*

Automated Insights*

Generative AI Integration*

*Launched with MicroStrategy Dec 2022 release 
–post Gartner evaluation

MicroStrategy is the Market Leader in Enterprise 
Analytics 

Gartner Critical Capabilities

#1 in Enterprise Analytics

6 years in a row!



10 Ways We Outperform Tableau and Power BI 

Why MicroStrategy? 

TABLEAUPOWER BI



Today’s topics – From our Power BI list with lots of overlap from our Tableau list

Why MicroStrategy?

User Friendly Ad Hoc 

Reporting
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Semantic Graph

Governed Self-Service

Analytics Design 

Time to Value

Paginated Reporting at 

Scale
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HyperIntelligence

Predictable Cost

Internationalization
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Best of Both Worlds

Metrics & Attributes in 

MicroStrategy are stored 

once centrally, abstracted from the 

tables & columns where they live

Ever have a metric change its 

formula? Or the tables from which 

it is sourced? Ever change the 

name of an attribute like a Sales 

Territory?

Great approach for production-

level reporting, app governance, 

centralized reporting, analytic 

apps, governed ad hoc reporting & 

more

Hit the data source directly 

and start reporting. 

Changes made to any given 

metric or attribute need to 

be made in every file where 

it lives. 

Good approach for 

prototyping, reporting 

against limited numbers of 

tables

MicroStrategy offers both Modeled 

(Semantic Graph) & Unmodeled (no Semantic 

Graph) analytics experiences. 

Start without any modeling—get reporting and 

prototyping right away.  Once more repeatable 

and reusable analytics are found, governance 

is a breeze. 

Semantic Graph – Reusability Advantage
Centrally stored metrics and attributes mean changes made once ripple everywhere

Without the Semantic Graph With the Semantic Graph

The Semantic Graph 

advantage is like the 

benefits of Smart Speed 

Limit Signs

Change Speed Limits 

centrally, reflect that 

change anywhere.

Analytics without the 

Semantic Graph is like 

traditional Speed Limit Signs

Changes made are arduous with 

heavy lifting and tremendous cost.

It’s been said that if not for these 

signs, the USA might be on the 

metric system!

MicroStrategy AND Power BI ONLY MicroStrategy 

Analytics Durability

PrototypingQuick 

One-offs
Production Analytic 

Workflows
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MicroStrategy
Report creation for any level of user. Users don’t need database 

knowledge to build reports.  Entire data sources users can be available 

for ad hoc reports. 

User Friendly Ad Hoc Reporting

Power BI & Tableau
Users often need knowledge of database tables and 

columns.  Even small numbers of tables can overwhelm. 

From a real-world moderate sized 

MicroStrategy project:

• 145 tables

• 576 attributes

• 85 metrics

• 74 filters

• 1,237 reports & dashboards

• 133 central reports & 

dashboards

• 1,204 ad hoc reports in My 

Reports created by users 

The #2 most popular report was and 

always will be the ad hoc report builder

Difficult to find examples of projects 

with comparable table counts



MicroStrategy

Dynamic Sourcing – Users blissfully traverse caches, cubes and database tables seamlessly

Performance at Scale

Users build reports with 

Semantic Graph objects while 

our engine determines the 

source for fastest results

Cache Cube Database



Performance at Scale

INTELLIGENCE 

SERVER

COLLABORATION 

FEATURE

BACKUP AND

RESTORE

LIBRARY SERVER

COLLABORATION

STORE

EXPORT ENGINE

PLATFORM 

ANALYTICS

DATA GATEWAY

SERVICE

CLOUD OBJECT 

CONNECTOR

PLATFORM ANALYTICS 

REPOSITORY

COMMUNITY 

CONNECTOR

MODELING SERVICE

TELEMETRY SERVER

TELEMETRY CACHE

MICROSTRATEGY 

REPOSITORY

Refactoring for Cloud First: Containerization & Microservices Available and Evolving



MicroStrategy

Data Import + Mapping to Modeled Data = best of both worlds.  
Bringing Data Governance to unmodeled data from spreadsheets 

or other data supplied by users. 

Power BI & Tableau

No Semantic Graph against 

which to map

User-imported data mapped to project attributes enables seamless security

Governed Self-Service



Governed Self-Service
User-imported data mapped to project attributes enables seamless security



MicroStrategy Power BI

All dashboards from all BI 

vendors may look similar in 

the end, but building in 

Power BI is a bumpy road.

MicroStrategy makes building analytics apps easy with a no code required interface

Analytics Design Time to Value



Patented. Extending zero-click intelligence to any browser, any application. 

Power BI & Tableau

(It’s patented! No other BI 

vendor has it.)

MicroStrategy
HyperIntelligence Cards for Intelligence Anywhere

HyperIntelligence



Power BI
Achieved via Report Builder, a separate legacy 

tool with challenges

Tableau
No viable paginated reporting

Unintuitive interface

Performance at scale

1
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3

Legacy tool that can’t even 

consume Excel data

MicroStrategy
20+ years paginated reporting 

technology. Included with platform.

MicroStrategy paginated reporting first introduced in version 7.5 in 2003

Paginated Reporting at Scale



MicroStrategy Power BI

• All major cloud platforms supported

• Vendor agnostic strategy aimed at seamless 

integrations with other technology stacks

• Focused on MSFT stack and Azure

• Locked into vendor ecosystem and technology stack, 

so difficult to switch providers

We play well with others

Openness



High Azure Compute 

Costs

Extra & 3rd Party Tools 

Needed

Higher Maintenance

• Power BI low performance → 

high Azure Compute costs

• Heavily discounted Office 365 or 

Power BI enterprise licenses = 

trojan horse, offset by Azure 

Compute revenue

Power BI needs extra tools to 

match default MicroStrategy 

functionality:

• Semantic layer tool

• Data governance tool

• Paginated reports: Power BI Report 

Builder (or SQL Server Report 

Services)

• Low-code Transaction Grid and 

REST API: PowerApps and 

PowerAutomate

• Power BI: No central definitions 

= no reusability = object 

proliferation = more people 

needed for maintenance = 

higher TCO

• MicroStrategy: Semantic layer = 

reusability + proven at scale for 

25+ years

Power BI’s Lower Upfront Cost Conceals Azure Compute 

Costs and Overall Ownership Costs
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Power BI Breakdown
Is it really as free as everyone thinks it is?  

• Sharing requires recipient to have 

Power BI Desktop installed. 

Without any other license, users 

cannot share to Teams or Power 

BI Server

• Intended for offline developing, 

prototyping, one-offs and non-

durable analytics, very small 

implementations

• MicroStrategy Workstation also 

free!

• Share to Teams or Power BI Server.  Trojan 

horse to get inside your org with a gift 

for free with Office 365.  This is why 

everyone thinks Power BI is free…BUT…

• Maximum dataset / cube size only 1GB. 

Want to analyze a spreadsheet that’s over 

1GB, it won’t be shareable in Teams or PBI 

Server. 

• Cannot connect to SSAS (SQL Server 

Analysis Services)

• Performance throttled 
(1) no dataflows or DirectQuery options for 

data sources 

(2) cube refreshes limited to 8 per day

• Designed, scaled and priced to beat Tableau!  

• Connect to SSAS (SQL Server Analysis Services) and other premium data sources

• Dataset and cub sizes limited in Power BI Premium 

• Default Maximum = 10GB

• Deep setting to increase to maximum 25GB

• Paginated Reporting (exportable / printable PDFs)

• PowerApps Premium additional cost & required for writeback to database 

(Transaction Services)

• PowerAutomate Premium additional cost & required for bursting to files

• Refreshes of cubes = 48/day

• Timeout for visualizations = 225 seconds; cannot be changed

• No Semantic Layer

• Internationalization at interface layer only.  Requires duplicates and rebuilds to 

publish in multiple languages.

MicroStrategy 

competes with 

Power BI Premium.  

If the use case does 

not require Premium, 

either MSFT or 

MSTR are in the 

wrong place. 



Scaling Power BI to the enterprise comes with hidden costs

Predictable Cost & Value

Customer Returned to MicroStrategy for OOTB Robust Security & 

Predictable Lower Cost

• Left MicroStrategy for Power BI to cut costs

• Desired solution to send application to 2,000 stores with 10,000 users 

across many security profiles

• Spent millions of dollars more than expected and still were not able to 

scale their app to stores

Returned to MicroStrategy for their analytics application and left Power BI



True internationalization spans 3 levels: Interface, Application Objects, & Data.  Only MicroStrategy can enable you to build 
ONE Dossier and render it in multiple languages

Internationalization
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INTERFACE APPLICATION 

OBJECTS

DATA

MicroStrategy

Power BI

Tableau

MicroStrategy

Power BI

Tableau

MicroStrategy

Power BI

Tableau



Centrally defined Security

Multi-Language Capability



Top 10 Ways We Differentiate from Tableau & Power BI

Recap: MicroStrategy vs. Power BI & Tableau

User Friendly Ad Hoc 

Reporting

Performance at Scale

Semantic Graph

Governed Self-Service

Analytics Design 

Time to Value

Paginated Reporting at 

Scale

Openness

HyperIntelligence

Predictable Cost

Internationalization
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A leading American fast-food chain:

Why Both? Maximize the Strengths of Each
See how enterprises use MicroStrategy & Power BI in conjunction

Power BI for departmental level reports:

• Existing Microsoft agreement

• Microsoft-specific integrations

• Small scale teams using 1-time dashboards

MicroStrategy for their all-purpose restaurant dashboard:

• Performance at scale: multiple users per store, 

hundreds of store locations

• Reliable performance at all times of day despite 

enterprise-scale data volumes and concurrent usage

• Reusable security: multi-level access settings, easy 

seniority-based & region-based data access. No 

additional integrations needed, no hidden costs.



Requires MicroStrategy license

MicroStrategy for Power BI connector available in Power BI Desktop out of the box

Connect PowerBI to MicroStrategy



10 Ways We Outperform Power BI and Tableau: on our website now! microstrategy.com/en/why-microstrategy

Summary 



Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit
Michael Hoffmann, Principal Sales Engineer, Germany
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